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keep down the fire of the forts, it was evident from
all these precautions that Farragut was not over-
sanguine on this score. Before the fleet started,
Lieutenant Caldwell, early in the evening, made an-
other trip up the river to make sure that the way was
clear, and this time a cutter actually rowed through
the opening and sounded with a lead line.

The Mississippi's position in the advance was
directly astern of the Pensacola in the first division
under Captain Bailey, while Farragut with the Hart-
ford led the second division. Our orders were to
keep in column, maintaining distance from the ship
ahead. It was evident that the ship in the lead
would have the advantage, perhaps, of getting well
by the forts before she was discovered, while the
ships following would be subject to any delays
caused by her. Captain Smith, of the Mississippi,
had opposed trying to make the passage in the night.
His idea was to go ahead full speed by day, fighting
our way. Thus there would be no danger of running
aground and we would know just what we were doing.

"I cannot see in the night/5 he declared, with
characteristic brevity. "I am going to leave that
to you, Dewey. You have younger eyes."

He took charge of the battery, while I took up
my post on the hurricane deck from which we handled
the ship. For a man of twenty-four I was having
my share of responsibility. I was also to have my
baptism of fire. But I had little time to consider